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CONPIDENTIAL BONN 00027 
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SUBJECT: GERMAN REACTION TO CHINESE RELEASE OP SOVIET 
HELICOPTER CREW 

1. THE GERMAN PRESS HAS GIVEN SOME COVERAGE TO THE 
CHINESE DECISION TO RELEASE THE SOVIET HELICOPTER CREW 
AND THERE HAS ALSO BEEN SOME SPECULATION AMONG THOSE 
PEW GERMAN POLITICAL OBSERVERS REMAINING IN BONN OVER 
THE HOLIDAY. 

2. PRESS COVERAGE HAS CONSISTED FOR THE MOST PART OF 
BRIEF STORIES, OFTEN ON THE PRONT PAGE, IN THE MAJOR 
NEWSPAPERS. 

3. AN EDITORIAL IN THE MUNICH SUDDEUTSCHER ZEITUNG, 
ALTER DESCRIBING AS VIRTUALLY INCOMPREHENSIBLE THE 
CHINESE DECISION NOT ONLY TO RELEASE THE PLIERS BUT 
ALSO TO RELIEVE THE FLIERS AND THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT 
OP ANY SUSPICION OP HOSTILE ESPIONAGE, OBSERVED THAT THE 
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MORE AT WASHINGTON THAN AT MOSCOW. THE EDITORIAL 
SAID THAT THE MESSAGE SHOULD BE REGARDED AS A HINT AT 
CHINESE POLICY OPTIONS. 

4. THE ERANKEURTER ALLGEMEINE OBSERVED THAT PEKING, 
ALTER LOOKING AT VIET-NAM, ANGOLA, AND THE CORRIDORS 
OE THE US CONGRESS, MAY HAVE CONCLUDED THAT AMERICA 
IS NO LONGER CAPABLE OE BEARING A ROLE AS A SUPPORTING 
PILLAR OP CHINESE POLICY AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION. IT 
LEFT OPEN THE QUESTION WHETHER THE CHINESE WERE 
SUGGESTING THAT THEY COULD REACH COEXISTENCE WITH THE 
SOVIET UNION, BUT OBSERVED THAT AN IMMEDIATE CHINESE 
PURPOSE MAY HAVE BEEN TO HAVE THE WEST POSE THIS 
QUESTION TO ITSELF. 

5. GERMAN POLITICAL OBSERVERS, LIKE THE GERMAN PRESS, 
REGARD THE CHINESE DECISION AS AN IMPORTANT SIGNAL. 
NONE, HOWEVER, CLAIM TO BE AWARE OF ITS FULL IMOLICA- 
TIONS, AND NONE ARE SPECULATING AS TO THE EFFECT THAT 
A SOVIET-CHINESE RAPPROCHEMENT MIGHT HAVE ON SOVIET 
POLICY TOWARD GERMANY AND EUROPE. 

6. ACTION REQUESTED: BECAUSE OF GERMAN INTEREST 
IN THIS SUBJECT, WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING ANY 
ANALYSIS THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAY HAVE MADE SO THAT 
WE MAY USE IT IN OUR CONVERSATIONS HERE. 

HILLENBRAND 
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